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LEA LAS SIGUIENTES INSTRUCCIONES 
 

A continuación va a realizar una prueba que contiene dos ejercicios de comprensión de lectura. 
Los ejercicios tienen la siguiente estructura: se presentan unos textos y se especifican unas tareas que deberá 
realizar en relación a dichos textos. Las tareas o preguntas serán del siguiente tipo: 
 
• Preguntas o frases incompletas, seguidas de una serie de respuestas posibles o de frases que las 

completan. En este caso deberá elegir la respuesta correcta rodeando con un círculo la letra de su 
opción en la HOJA DE RESPUESTAS. Sólo una de las opciones es correcta.  

Ejemplo: 
1.  A B C 

Si se confunde, tache la respuesta equivocada y rodee la opción que crea verdadera. 
 

1.  A B C 
 
• Pregunta de relacionar. Se presenta un texto dividido en cinco apartados (identificados con las letras de 

la A a la E) y se presentan 10 frases (de la 1 a la 10). Deberá relacionar cada una de las frases con uno 
de los apartados del texto. Deberá elegir la respuesta correcta rodeando con un círculo la letra de su 
opción en la HOJA DE RESPUESTAS. Sólo hay una opción correcta para cada frase y un mismo 
apartado del texto puede relacionarse con varias frases. 

Ejemplo: 
1.  A B C D E 

Si se confunde, tache la respuesta equivocada y rodee la opción que crea verdadera. 
 

1.  A B C D E 
 
En total, deberá contestar 20 preguntas para completar esta prueba. Antes de responder a las preguntas, lea 
atentamente las instrucciones de cada ejercicio. 
Dispone de 45 minutos para responder las preguntas de los 2 ejercicios que componen la prueba.  
Utilice únicamente bolígrafo azul o negro y asegúrese de que su teléfono móvil y dispositivos 
electrónicos estén desconectados durante toda la prueba. 
Trabaje concentradamente, no hable ni se levante de la silla. Si tiene alguna duda, levante la mano y 
espere en silencio a que el/la profesor/a se acerque a su mesa. Espere a que le indiquen que PUEDE 
EMPEZAR. 
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HOJA DE RESPUESTAS 

 
 
EJERCICIO 1: BATS 
 
1.  A B C 
2.  A B C 
3.  A B C 
4.  A B C 
5.  A B C 
6.  A B C 
7.  A B C 
8.  A B C 
9.  A B C 
10.  A B C 

 
 
EJERCICIO 2: 5 MOST FAMOUS SELF-HELP BOOKS OF ALL TIMES 
 
1.  A B C D E 
2.  A B C D E 
3.  A B C D E 
4.  A B C D E 
5.  A B C D E 
6.  A B C D E 
7.  A B C D E 
8.  A B C D E 
9.  A B C D E 
10.  A B C D E 
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EJERCICIO 1 
BATS 

The VOA Special English Science Report 

You are going to read an extract about bats. Choose the correct option A, B, or C for each 
of the sentences 1 - 10. Only ONE option is correct. DON’T FORGET TO TRANSFER ALL 
YOUR ANSWERS TO THE ANSWER SHEET. 
 
Many people fear the small flying animals called bats. There are 
stories about bats attacking people and drinking human blood. 
However, bats are not dangerous. In fact, they are an important part 
of our environment. 

Bats are mammals, just like humans. There are about one thousand 
different kinds of bats in the world. Some weigh less than ten grams. 
Yet the largest bats are almost two meters long when their wings are 
extended. 

Most people think bats are rare. That is because they hide during the day and are active only at 
night. However, bats can be found in almost every part of the world. 

Not all bats spend their days underground in dark caves. Some rest in trees or other places that 
keep them safe from attack and changes in weather. Unlike other animals, their bodies are 
designed to hang upside down. This is the best position for them to take flight suddenly. 

Bats are the only mammals that can really fly. Their wing structure, bones and muscles help them 
to move quickly. This helps bats in their search for food. 

Most bats eat insects. Bats provide one of the most effective controls on insect populations. A 
single, small, brown bat can catch more than one thousand insects in just one hour. Twenty million 
bats live in Bracken Cave in the western American state of Texas. They eat about two hundred 
tons of insects every night. 

Some bats eat fruit. Other bats like to eat pollen on plants. They help to make new plants by 
spreading pollen from flower to flower. A few bats eat meat. They catch small frogs, birds or fish. 

No report about bats is complete without a discussion of vampire bats. Three kinds of vampire bats 
feed on blood. They live in parts of Central and South America. These bats feed mainly on the 
blood of birds, farm animals and wild animals. They rarely attack people. The bats bite their victims 
and drink the blood, usually while the animal is sleeping. The harm from such bites comes not from 
the amount of blood lost, but from any resulting infection.  

 

1 According to the text, bats are … 

A disliked 

B in danger 

C necessary 

 

2 Bats can be very … 

A light 

B heavy 

C intelligent 

 



Consejería de Educación, Cultura y Deporte  Escuelas Oficiales de Idiomas del Principado de Asturias 

Prueba Específica de Certificación de Nivel Intermedio de Inglés 
Comprensión de Lectura. SEPTIEMBRE 2013 4 

3 The text says that bats are … 

A difficult to find 

B very strange animals 

C present almost everywhere 

 

4 Bats sleep in … 

A the dark 

B sheltered places  

C parks and caves 

 

5 The way they hang is useful because it means they can … 

A see predators coming  

B keep warm in cold weather  

C fly off quickly in case of danger 

 

6 Their body structure helps them to … 

A look for things to eat 

B look for a place to sleep 

C prevent dangerous situations  

 

7 Bats can … 

A help plants to grow 

B attack large animals 

C be dangerous to the environment  

 

8 Blood-drinking bats … 

A live in specific areas 

B are growing in numbers 

C are extremely dangerous 

 

9 Vampire bats … attack people. 

A tend to 

B should never 

C can sometimes 
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10 The text explains that bats’ victims … 

A always die 

B are not usually awake 

C may be affected for the rest of their lives 

 

 
EJERCICIO 2 

5 MOST FAMOUS SELF-HELP BOOKS OF ALL TIMES 
Adapted from www.readersdigest.com.au/self-help-books 

Read the following texts about self-help books. For each of the sentences (1 – 10) choose 
the correct text (A - E). Each text can be joined to MORE THAN ONE sentence. DON’T 
FORGET TO TRANFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO THE ANSWER SHEET. 

 
A. How to Win Friends and Influence People, Dale Carnegie; HarperCollins. 
First published in 1937, and with a title that says it all, the book offers fundamental techniques for 
handling people, strategies to win people round to your way of thinking, and clever advice on how 
to change people without giving offense. A salesman turned writer and lecturer, Carnegie was 
speaking from experience – and his concise advice makes sense. 

B. The Road Less Travelled, M. Scott Peck; Rider. 
It initially hit bookstores in 1978 and remains the self-help bible of choice. Influenced by Buddhist 
teachings, this New York psychiatrist helped millions to become more self-aware. Many Peck 
devotees have read this book more than once – I’m one of them – and there are always 
suggestions to put into practice in daily life. 

C. Feel the Fear and Do it Anyway, Susan Jeffers; Rider.  
Many people consider this self-help manual their life’s guidebook, claiming it changed their lives 
forever. In fact, so powerful is Jeffers’ book that its title, “feel the fear and do it anyway”, has 
entered common talk in the Western world, offering an alternative to “seize the day!” One of its 
useful ideas, among many, is that it’s often not only we who hold ourselves back, but the people 
around us who don’t want us to shine. Grab a copy of this international bestseller, and start looking 
for the power within. 

D. Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, John Gray; HarperCollins. 
The great thing about Gray’s book is that it reminds us that we are not alone in our frustrations with 
the opposite sex. It’s easy to accuse Gray of filling his book with alarming clichés, but only because 
they are undisputed pieces of truth. Essential reading if your partner is driving you crazy; with a 
light touch, this is a classic. 

E. He’s Just Not into You, Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo; HarperCollins.  
This is a book all single women should read. Reflecting a modern view of relationships, it’s a must-
have reality check. Authors Behrendt and Tuccillo (both of whom worked on TV’s “Sex and the 
City”, she as a writer, he as a script consultant) challenge with vivid examples all the ridiculous 
assumptions we women make when men don’t do what we think they should. One tip alone is 
worth its weight in gold: if a man says that he’s “trouble” or “does not like long-term relationships” 
or that he is “not looking for love”, or whatever… believe him. And run a mile! 
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Which book … 
 

1. was written by a doctor?  
 

2. has a very descriptive title?  
 

3. is based on personal experience? 
 

4. can be criticised for using lots of stereotypes? 
 

5. has a title that has become a popular sentence?  
 

6. has the reviewer read on more than one occasion?  
 

7. explores how women behave when looking for a partner?  
 

8. suggests it is not always easy to understand your partner?  
 

9. suggests that we sometimes don’t succeed because of others? 
 

10. suggests that women should believe men when they talk about their feelings?  
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HOJA DE RESPUESTAS 

 
 
EJERCICIO 1: BATS 
 
1.  A B C 
2.  A B C 
3.  A B C 
4.  A B C 
5.  A B C 
6.  A B C 
7.  A B C 
8.  A B C 
9.  A B C 
10.  A B C 
 
 
EJERCICIO 2: 5 MOST FAMOUS SELF-HELP BOOKS OF ALL TIMES 
 
1.  A B C D E 
2.  A B C D E 
3.  A B C D E 
4.  A B C D E 
5.  A B C D E 
6.  A B C D E 
7.  A B C D E 
8.  A B C D E 
9.  A B C D E 
10.  A B C D E 
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EJERCICIO 1 
BATS 

The VOA Special English Science Report 

You are going to read an extract about bats. Choose the correct option A, B, or C for each 
of the sentences 1 - 10. Only ONE option is correct. DON’T FORGET TO TRANSFER ALL 
YOUR ANSWERS TO THE ANSWER SHEET. 

 
Many people fear the small flying animals called bats. There are 
stories about bats attacking people and drinking human blood. 
However, bats are not dangerous. In fact, they are an important 
part of our environment. (1C) 
Bats are mammals, just like humans. There are about one thousand 
different kinds of bats in the world. Some weigh less than ten 
grams. Yet the largest bats are almost two meters long when 
their wings are extended. (2A) 
Most people think bats are rare. That is because they hide during the day and are active only at 
night. However, bats can be found in almost every part of the world. (3C) 
Not all bats spend their days underground in dark caves. Some rest in trees or other places that 
keep them safe from attack and changes in weather. (4B) Unlike other animals, their bodies are 
designed to hang upside down. This is the best position for them to take flight suddenly. (5C) 
Bats are the only mammals that can really fly. Their wing structure, bones and muscles help them 
to move quickly. This helps bats in their search for food. (6A) 
Most bats eat insects. Bats provide one of the most effective controls on insect populations. A 
single, small, brown bat can catch more than one thousand insects in just one hour. Twenty million 
bats live in Bracken Cave in the western American state of Texas. They eat about two hundred 
tons of insects every night. 

Some bats eat fruit. Other bats like to eat pollen on plants. They help to make new plants by 
spreading pollen from flower to flower. (7A) A few bats eat meat. They catch small frogs, birds 
or fish. 

No report about bats is complete without a discussion of vampire bats. Three kinds of vampire bats 
feed on blood. They live in parts of Central and South America. (8A) These bats feed mainly on 
the blood of birds, farm animals and wild animals. They rarely attack people. (9C) The bats bite 
their victims and drink the blood, usually while the animal is sleeping (10B). The harm from such 
bites comes not from the amount of blood lost, but from any resulting infection.  
 

1 According to the text, bats are … 

A disliked 

B in danger 

C necessary 

 

2 Bats can be very … 

A light 

B heavy 

C intelligent 
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3 The text says that bats are … 

A difficult to find 

B very strange animals 

C present almost everywhere 

 

4 Bats sleep in … 

A the dark 

B sheltered places  

C parks and caves 

 

5 The way they hang is useful because it means they can … 

A see predators coming  

B keep warm in cold weather  

C fly off quickly in case of danger 

 

6 Their body structure helps them to … 

A look for things to eat 

B look for a place to sleep 

C prevent dangerous situations  

 

7 Bats can … 

A help plants to grow 

B attack large animals 

C be dangerous to the environment  

 

8 Blood-drinking bats … 

A live in specific areas 

B are growing in numbers 

C are extremely dangerous 

 

9 Vampire bats … attack people. 

A tend to 

B should never 

C can sometimes 
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10 The text explains that bats’ victims … 

A always die 

B are not usually awake 

C may be affected for the rest of their lives 

 

 

EJERCICIO 2 
5 MOST FAMOUS SELF-HELP BOOKS OF ALL TIMES 

Adapted from www.readersdigest.com.au/self-help-books 

Read the following texts about self-help books. For each of the sentences (1 – 10) choose 
the correct text (A - E). Each text can be joined to MORE THAN ONE sentence. DON’T 
FORGET TO TRANFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO THE ANSWER SHEET. 

A. How to Win Friends and Influence People, Dale Carnegie; HarperCollins. 
First published in 1937, and with a title that says it all, (2) the book offers fundamental 
techniques for handling people, strategies to win people round to your way of thinking, and clever 
advice on how to change people without giving offense. A salesman turned writer and lecturer, 
Carnegie was speaking from experience (3) – and his concise advice makes sense. 

B. The Road Less Travelled, M. Scott Peck; Rider. 
It initially hit bookstores in 1978 and remains the self-help bible of choice. Influenced by Buddhist 
teachings, this New York psychiatrist (1) helped millions to become more self-aware. Many 
Peck devotees have read this book more than once – I’m one of them –(6) and there are 
always suggestions to put into practice in daily life. 

C. Feel the Fear and Do it Anyway, Susan Jeffers; Rider.  
Many people consider this self-help manual their life’s guidebook, claiming it changed their lives 
forever. In fact, so powerful is Jeffers’ book that its title, “feel the fear and do it anyway”, has 
entered common talk in the Western world, (5) offering an alternative to “seize the day!” One of 
its useful ideas, among many, is that it’s often not only we who hold ourselves back, but the 
people around us who don’t want us to shine. (9) Grab a copy of this international bestseller, 
and start looking for the power within. 

D. Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, John Gray; HarperCollins. 
The great thing about Gray’s book is that it reminds us that we are not alone in our frustrations with 
the opposite sex. It’s easy to accuse Gray of filling his book with alarming clichés, (4) but only 
because they are undisputed pieces of truth. Essential reading if your partner is driving you 
crazy; with a light touch, this is a classic. (8) 
E. He’s Just Not into You, Greg Behrendt and Liz Tuccillo; HarperCollins.  
This is a book all single women should read. Reflecting a modern view of relationships, it’s a 
must-have reality check. Authors Behrendt and Tuccillo (both of whom worked on TV’s “Sex and 
the City”, she as a writer, he as a script consultant) challenge with vivid examples all the 
ridiculous assumptions we women make (7) when men don’t do what we think they should. 
One tip alone is worth its weight in gold: if a man says that he’s “trouble” or “does not like 
long-term relationships” or that he is “not looking for love”, or whatever… believe him. And 
run a mile! (10) 
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Which book … 
 

1. was written by a doctor?  
 

2. has a very descriptive title?  
 

3. is based on personal experience? 
 

4. can be criticised for using lots of stereotypes? 
 

5. has a title that has become a popular sentence?  
 

6. has the reviewer read on more than one occasion?  
 

7. explores how women behave when looking for a partner?  
 

8. suggests it is not always easy to understand your partner?  
 

9. suggests that we sometimes don’t succeed because of others? 
 

10. suggests that women should believe men when they talk about their feelings?  
 


