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COMPRENSIÓN ESCRITA       NIVEL AVANZADO 

 
 TASK. Read the following text. For questions 1-5 choose the alternative  a, b or c which 
fits best according to the text.   

 
THE MOST  POWERFUL WOMAN IN HOLLYWOOD 

 
 
On the morning of 5th September 1932, the Hollywood producer Paul Beern was found dead on 
the floor of the house he shared with his new wife, the then popular actress Jean Harlow. The 
housekeeper rang Harlow, one of MGM's most glamorous stars, who was staying with her 
mother, and her mother. in turn, knew just who to call: not the police, not 311 ambulance. She 
called Howard Strickling,  MGM's head of publicity.  
 
Strickling spoonfed stories to the gossip columnists. When actors were hired at MGM they were 
immediately sent to Strickling's office, where he would ask, after hearing their life story. 'Are you 
holding anything back? Is there anything embarrassing in your past that we should know about? 

If you tell me now. I can make sure anything like that stays out of the press.’ Contractually 

speaking, the film studios in those days virtually owned the stars who worked for them and 
stage-managed their lives, and when that wasn't possible, their lives were rewritten with happier 
endings. Strickling, in the words of his biographer, 'was as likely to arrange a wedding as cover 
up a death.' 
 
 Although film studios no longer own their stars, publicists still wield the power in Hollywood and 
one of the most powerful is Pat Kingsley. She is feared by the press and revered by her clients. 
Stories of her techniques are legendary. Believing overexposure to be one of the prime risks of 
celebrity, she will drastically curb the number of interviews her clients give, she will demand that 
her stars appear on the cover of magazines or not at all, that they have the right to veto over 
writers and photographers, that they get copy approval, and often she herself will be present 
throughout the interview. In short, she will ensure that nothing escapes her control. If she 
doesn't like what a writer or magazine has done with one of her clients, she is reputed to forbid 
access to all of her other clients for ever more -- and she represents everyone (or did until 
recently). In the past 18 months she has been fired by Tom Cruise in favour of his fellow 
Scientologist sister (resulting in outlandish behaviour that vindicates, to most eyes. Kingsley's 
conviction in exercising restraint.) 
 
 Still, no one who relies on celebrity interviews to keep their circulation up dares to cross Pat 
Kingsley. If you have ever read an interteriew with say, Al Pacino, or Jodie Foster or, in the past, 
Nicole Kitdman, Julia Roberts or Tom Cruise, and found it somewhat unrevealing, you have 
Kingsley to thank. It would he hard to overstate the reach of Kingsley's invisible touch. For 
instance. many of her clients have come to rely on her opinion so extensively that they ask her 
advice on scripts they are sent. Another example: the work of Kingsley's company is 30 per cent 

corporate — they represent big companies like American Express. Reebok. Cadillac, among 
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others, and their aim is to fuse their entertainment contact with their corporate clients. So. for 
example, their film star clients are driven to the Oscar Awards in Cadillacs; for Tom Cruise's 
film, Minority Report, Kingsley arranged for it that Cruise would walk into a shopping mall in 

which the shops and advertisements that were seen all belonged to her corporate clients. Her 

influence may be subliminal, but that's why it works - on all of us.  
 
 
When I told one of my Los Angeles friends I was coming to meet Pat Kingsley, she gasped and 
said: 'Here that's like saying you're coming to meet the Queen.' All this was rather awe-inspiring 
and with some unease I waited for Kingsley to arrive. She eventually walks into the room.  At 
73, she has greying ash-blond hair, a well-meaning look in her eye and a leisurely Southern 
accent that seems in its lilt, conspiratorially sly. Kingsley, of course. plays down her power. She 
believes that stars can't be manufactured any more and she says that it is all based on the 
quality of their work, and that is something she is not responsible for. When I suggest that some 
excellent actors don't get the attention they deserve, meaning that there is more in the publicity 
aspect than she is letting on, she replies sympathetically, 'That's always been the case and 
always will be. Some of our best actors still struggle mightily to get work.'  
 

Adapted © The Observer Review 2005  

 
 
 0. The first person to be informed of Paul Bern’s death was 

a) Howard Strickling 
b) Jean Harlow  
c) Jean Harlow's mother 

  
1. In the 1930s, film studios 

a) controlled the public image of film stars 
b) made sure that film stars’ lives were made easier.  
c) would organise the weddings and funerals of film stars. 

 
 2. The reference to Tom Cruise Illustrates that  

a) Pat Kingsley is unpopular in Hollywood 
b) Pat Kingsley doesn't get enough publicity for her clients.  
c) Pat Kingskley’s methods are justified. 

  
 

 3. The secret of Pat Kingsley's success Is that she  
a) uses subtle techniques.  
b) runs different businesses.  
c) controls many companies. 

 
 4. At the prospect of meeting Pat Kingsley, the writer feels  

a) admiration  
b) apprehension  
c) excitement  

 
5. The writer is of the opinion that Pat Kingsley  

a) al does not take into account how good an actor is,  
b) isn't completely honest about the power she holds.  
c) underestimates the power of publicity. 



 

 

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list supplied. Then 

write your answers in the boxes provided. Each word can only be used ONCE. There are FIVE 

extra words that you will not use. The first blank has been completed as an example. 10 marks 

 

AS EITHER ENOUGH EVEN EVERYONE 

NEED ON SO  SUCH THAT 

THOUGH USED  WEAR  WHEN  WHERE  

WHICH  WHOLE  WORE  WORSE  WORST  

WOULD  YEARLY    

 

Going green all over the globe  

 

As the Irish prepare for the (0) yearly celebrations on St Patrick's Day, Maeve Binchy recalls the 

many exotic locations (1) ___________  she has drowned the shamrock in the past. 

 

“Once upon a time the (2) __________ place to spend St Patrick's Day was Ireland. The pubs 

were closed and you had the feeling that the (3) __________ world outside was having a great 

time dyeing things green, putting (4) __________  silly hats while we were like fools here 

getting bored. But it's a lot better now and there's no (5) __________  to flee for fear of having 

a dull day in honour of the patron Saint. 

I've spent many a St Patrick's Day in the United States, open-mouthed (6) __________ New 

York City came to a standstill, and astounded in Santa Barbara where Mexican and Chinese 

bank tellers (7) ___________ green hats saying "Kiss Me, I'm Irish". They seemed to be making 

it into a wonderful carnival and when I (8) __________ to tell people that the only fun we got 

out of it in Ireland was it was the one day that Lent Didn't Count, they assumed I was (9) 

_________ a begrudger or insane. 

In Third Avenue bars I used to see men weeping into green beer and vowing that one day 

they (10) ____________ go back to Ireland where their grandfathers came from and march in 

the Irish parades. I prayed they would never see (11) ___________ a disappointment compared 

to what they had on their doorstep over there. 

Then, (12) __________ I went to work for The Irish Times in London, I used to have terrific St 

Patrick's Days altogether. (13) ___________ who had half a claim to be Irish would host some 

kind of party on the day, (14) ___________ it has to be said was a perfectly ordinary working 

day for 90 per cent of the population.  

This year it's going to be a bit different again. This year is Israel. (15) ___________  with my 

hugely optimistic outlook about the world, I have to admit that St Patrick doesn't figure largely 

in the history of Israel, but there will be just (16) ___________  Irish there to make sure that we 

celebrate him in style.  I'm looking forward to it. It will be great.  

Pat Kingskley’s methods are justified 

Adapted from InsideOut Level IV 



 

 

0   YEARLY  

 1      5       9     13 

 2      6      10     14       

 3       7     11       15       

 4       8      12       16       

 


